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Tornadoes are the most Violent atmospheric
phenomenon on the planet. Winds of 200-300 mph
can occur with the most violent tornadoes. Tornado
sirens were designed to be heard outside, so if severe
weather is in the area listen to a radio or watch your
television to keep up to date on the weather in your
area. The following are instructions on what to do
when a tornado warning has been issued for your
area or whenever a tornado threatens:
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 In a small building.
1. Go to a basement (if available) or to the
interior of lowest floor.
2. Wrap yourself in overcoats or blankets to
protect you from flying debris.
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 In a large building.
1. Go to interior rooms on the lowest floor.
2. Stay away from glass or areas with widespan roofs (auditoriums).
3. Crouch down and cover your head.
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 In a high-rise building.
1. If you have time go to the lowest floor.
2. Go to the interior rooms or hallways.
3. Stay away from exterior walls and areas
with glass.
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 In a vehicle or mobile building.
1. Abandon them immediately.
2. Go to a near by suitable structure.
3. If no suitable structure is near, lay flat in a
ditch or depression and cover your head.
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 When you are inside.
1. Avoid using the telephone (except for emergencies)
and electrical appliances.
2. Do not take a shower or a bath.
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 If you are outdoors.
1. Go to a safe shelter immediately such as a sturdy
building or a hard topped vehicle with the windows
up.
2. In a wooded area seek shelter in a thick growth of
short trees.
3. If you feel your hair standing on end, squat with
your head between your knees. Do not lie flat.
4. Avoid isolated trees, tall objects, bodies of water,
sheds, fences, convertible vehicles, tractors, and
motorcycles.
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 Go to higher ground immediately; avoid small rivers,
streams, low spots, canyons, dried river beds, etc.
 Do not walk though flowing water more than ankle
deep.
 Do not drive through flooded areas even if it looks
shallow. Water one foot deep can displace 1500 pounds.
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Information in this pamphlet is from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration. If you have any questions
about campus safety, call the Community Services unit of the
KU Public Safety Office at 864-5900, email us at:
kupso@ku.edu or visit our home page at:
http://publicsafety.ku.edu/
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The annual security report about KU safety policies, crime
statistics, and campus resources is available online at
www.ku.edu/safety, or on paper by contacting the Office
of the Vice Provost for Student Affairs,
133 Strong Hall, (785) 864-4060.
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