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Spring in Kansas means warmer weather and often
comes with dangerous weather conditions. Spring
severe weather in Kansas includes tornados,
lightning, flash flooding, hail, and the occasional
blizzard. Pay attention to weather watches and
warnings. You can follow these conditions with
your television, radio or internet.
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If severe weather threatens Lawrence or
North East Douglas County, you should
take the proper precautions.
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If there is a tornado warning, GO INSIDE
to a basement or lowest floor, find an
interior space, and stay away from windows
and exterior walls.
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If in a car during a tornado, exit the vehicle
and enter a suitable structure, or lay flat in a
ditch or depression and cover your head.
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If there is an electrical storm, GO INSIDE,
avoid electrical appliances, do not shower.
If you are outside and cannot make it to a
shelter, avoid isolated trees and poles. If
you feel your hair stand on end, squat with
your head between your legs.
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If there is a flash flood, avoid low spots and
streams. DO NOT walk or drive through
flooded areas; less than one foot of water
can displace 1500 pounds.
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If there is hail, GO INSIDE and avoid
windows. If you are in a vehicle, safely pull
over. Try to find a garage or overpass.
Vehicles offer good protection from hail
that is under golf ball size. Larger than golf
ball hail can cause severe damage to a
vehicle. Carry a blanket with you to protect
from broken glass. Avoid parking under
trees; tree branches can be stripped from the
tree during a hail storm.
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Warm weather brings the opportunity for increased
outdoor activity, which can result in increased
traffic. Use caution when driving because of the
increased amount of cars and pedestrians. If you
are a pedestrian, be cautious of the increased
traffic.
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All Kansas counties test their tornado warning
sirens on Mondays, during nice weather, and
during the noon hour. If you hear this siren at any
other time and during bad weather, take shelter
immediately.
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If you have any questions, please call the Community
Services Section of the KU Public Safety Office at 864-5900,
email us at kupso@ku.edu or visit our home page at:
http://www.publicsafety.ku.edu
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The annual security report about KU safety policies, crime
statistics, and campus resources is available online at
www.ku.edu/safety, or on paper by contacting the Office
of the Vice Provost for Student Affairs, 133 Strong Hall,
(785) 864‐4060.
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KU prohibits discrimination and harassment. Report
discrimination and harassment to the Office of Institutional
Opportunity and Access at IOA@ku.edu or (785) 864‐6414, 711 TTY
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